
Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application

Let's get to know you!

First Name Beth

Last Name Raeder

Preferred name/name that you go by: Beth

Email Address beth.raeder@allenisd.org

Best phone number to reach you at: 14693231649

Campus Allen High School

Grade(s) 9;10;11;12

I have co-applicants: No

Please provide your work-related Facebook contact
information.

I do not have a work related Facebook Account. I have a
personal account and belong to professional /private

groups such as the American Association of Teachers of
German and IB German teachers through that account.

Please provide your work-related Twitter contact
information. N/A

Project Information

Name of Grant Mit Allen tanzen: Folk dance clothing for German club
folk dance group

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your grant
addresses. Language Other Than English

Does your grant have a technology component? No

Does your grant have a need or requirement that will
change, alter, or require any maintenance to Allen ISD

Properties?
No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? Yes

Will other grades be involved/impacted? Yes

How many students will be involved in this grant? 100

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? No

Project Information Continued
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What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant
will address? Describe the impact of this project on your

students.

During the 2016-2017 school year, German students
formed a folk-dance group at Allen High School. They

competed at the regional Winterfest German competition
in early February. There they qualified for the Texas
State German competition and participated in San
Marcos at the end of February. In 2017-2018 they
continued what they started the previous year and
performed at the St. Jude International Festival.

Committed to improving, they took lessons from a
professional folk dance association. They competed
again at the regional Winterfest German competition,

placing higher than the previous year and again qualified
for State. Part of the experience is to wear authentic

costumes. One of our supportive parents made dirndl for
the girls who performed but we didn’t have Lederhosen

for the boys. Through a grant from the American
Association of Teacher of German (AATG) we were able

to purchase four pair of Lederhosen, which makes the
group look more authentic. Encouraged by the folk-dance

group and their success, during the 2017-2018 school
year we formed a polka band. The thirteen-member

group performed at the Winterfest regional competition
and impressed the judges. They too will be competed at
the State competition in February. Their first year, they

wore concert black uniforms for the performances.
However, after a grant from the foundation we were able
to purchase eight pair of Lederhosen, twelve Bavarian

dress shirts and socks. In 2019, 2020 and 2022 (no
group events in 2021 due to Covid) students continue to
wear authentic Bavarian clothing (known as "Tracht").

However, in five plus years, the girls clothing has
become worn. We would like to replace the girls

costumes with updated dresses that will match the shirts
and Lederhosen that we bought in 2018. We would like
to buy clothing that is a good quality and will last for a

number of years; avoiding Halloween type quality
clothes; but not as expensive as authentic Tracht, which

can cost hundreds of dollars per outfit. Based on our
research, we believe that we can find good quality

clothing for around $100 which would give us enough to
buy six dresses. If we find a lower price while maintaining

quality, we would buy eights to have more variety in
sizes.

AP935567 - Page 2 of 5



How will the project or program be implemented?
Describe activities and tasks. Who is the target
population and in what ways will they benefit?

The purpose of offering opportunities outside the
classroom is to help students grow in both their language
skills and confidence. The students are proud of having a

group that performs well and that pride permeates
throughout the program. We see students form multi

grade level friendships with upper classmen leading and
supporting the younger students. What starts as a

common bond between students through an
extracurricular activity quickly becomes friendship. As a
peer group, they naturally enhance learning and take it
outside the classroom. We look for additional events for

them to perform. We performed twice at Norton
Elementary's World Culture Day, and both Reed and
Olson's multicultural nights. It’s a great opportunity to

show future Eagles opportunities at the high school and
help retain students beyond their mandatory two years of
a foreign language. We try very hard to communicate our
groups’ successes campus and community wide. These

efforts contributed to increased retention in our German 4
IB program. We piloted German 4 a few years ago one
student; this year we have our largest enrollment so far
with 10 students. We've also danced at St. Jude Church
and Oktoberfest at Watter's Creek. Continued work in the
community through the folk-dance group and polka band
can only help increase local awareness and interest in
learning German at the high school level. These also

events also • Promote community awareness of German
programs at Allen High School • Foster understanding of

German language and culture • Encouraging greater
participation in German language classes and

extracurricular activities

Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's
website and social media.

Mit Allen tanzen is an initiative to provide authentic
costumes to the German folk dance group and polka

band at Allen High School. Students in German Club and
German classes learn dances and polka music to

compete at regional and state competitions against other
German clubs. They also perform at local Oktoberfest

events and Allen elementary school multi-cultural
programs.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support?
Please provide 2 examples.

In our pursuit of language acquisition in the classroom,
we use age-level appropriate and culturally authentic
resources. While we talk about culture throughout the

year, participating in an enrichment extra-curricular
deepens the experience and make the connection to the
culture even stronger. Students learn dances and play

music from many different regions in the German
speaking world. In addition, they are participating in their
local and global communities as they perform in Allen, as

well as regional and state competitions From the Allen
Graduate Profile: Responsible & Engaged Citizens

Students will demonstrate ethical and moral decision-
making in the context of their local, national and world
community. They will also possess an awareness of
community resources and understand the value of

service to others. One of the most rewarding activities
that our folk dance group has done over the last few

years (pre Covid) was dance at local festivals such as
Watters Creek Oktoberfest and St. Jude Church's

multicultural event. They have also danced and played at
Norton, Reed and Olson at their multi-cultural events.
They love supporting our community and showing our
future Eagles what fun opportunities await them at the

high school.
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What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the project?

We will monitor both program growth as well as
participation in regional and state contest. Our folk dance
group participation has remained stable over the past 5
years with 8-10 dancers each year. Note: No group last

year due to Covid. Since receiving a grant for
Lederhosen, shirts and socks we have the following

results: 2018 2019 2020 2022 (limited events / virtual due
to Covid) Winterfest participation 42 51 42 35 State

participation (qualified) 32 38 30 TBD (virtual results will
be posted 2/12)

What teaching methods will be used to implement this
project?

Students work with adult sponsor who helps them learn
the dances, provides music, instruction and video
tutorials. We also watch live performances of adult

groups in the area and had a clinic with a local folk dance
group to teach our students. We are planning to do that
again in 2022-2023 as a refresher for our new students.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

The costumes would be ordered at the beginning of the
school year so that they are available to be used at any
events that the students might be invited to perform at in

Fall during Oktoberfest. They will also be used at our
regional and state competitions in February. We expect

that the clothing will last for many years and will be
stored in the German department.

Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen
ISD curriculum or existing systems.

We are grateful to the foundation for supporting our folk
dance and polka band in 2018. We were able to

purchase Lederhosen (traditional leather short with
suspenders), men's dress shirts and socks. Since that

time, our girl's costumes, which were originally made by
one of the girl's moms 5 years ago have worn out. We

plan to replace the girl's costumes to coordinate with the
boys. We plan to take good care of the clothing and

expect that they will last 5-10 years. The boy's costumes,
which are now 4 years old still very good and should last
at least another 4 or more. This will enable our students

to continue to participate in these programs for many
more years. The clothes would be used by approximately

100 students over the course of the program (10
students per year over 10 years).

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 600.00

Project Budget Set Number 1

Item Type Other Expenses

List item to be purchased under item category: Folk dance dress

Unit Cost 100

Quantity 6

Total cost of items in this category: 600.00

NGB

First
Name

Last
Name Email NGB Record Letter
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Shelly Holmes shelly.holmes@allenisd.org RN234176
Name:

Rec236549,
Status: Draft

Click on the 'Edit' button to
replace this with your letter.

NGB Custom Questions and Answers

Rec236549

I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our
school and this grant supports the district goals and/or
our campus improvement plans. **Do NOT include any

identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teacher's
name or mascot **

Please provide comments/feedback for the applicant:

Almost done!

Not Available
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